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World Trade Organization on COVID-19 Pandemic
The video is presented by Roberto Azevedo (the Director-General of WTO). It mainly discusses how the COVID -19 pandemic has threatened the lives of millions of people around the world. The director affirms that the pandemic has resulted in a health crisis that has disrupted many people who have lost jobs and cannot get certain basic requirements because of a breakdown in international trade links. WTO projects that the pandemic will have negative implications on trade, people's well-being, and jobs. The projection shows that the economic downturn and joblessness will be worse if compared to recent crises. The director reveals that despite the situation, WTO employees are working remotely to address trade matters. Through its economist (Bob Koopman), the organization has formed a task force to coordinate and collaborate with global organizations to respond to a worldwide response on trade matters.
The director also revealed that the WTO economists foresee a sharp decline in trade. Despite the challenges tabled by the pandemic, the director claims that there exist several steps being put in place to reduce the immediate economic damage and also to lay a strong and sustainable long-term recovery plan. The plans include introducing monetary and fiscal stimulus by governments and transparency and the sharing of information. One of the steps that WTO has taken is the dedication of a web page that contains information related to the pandemic. They include. WTO activity updates, notifications about trade measures related to COVID-19, and trade projections.
Another important revelation from the video is the assertion that COVID-19 is a global pandemic that requires a global response. It requires an international corporation and human solidarity to help those in need. Another relevant revelation is that no country is self-sufficient. The sufficiency can only be met through trade engagements that allow every country to acquire necessities, for instance, energy and medical supplies. A recession of the pandemic will enable countries to help each other through trade. I agree with the sentiments presented in the video by Roberto Azevedo.  The epidemic indeed disrupted the well-being of many individuals. This is attributed to the loss of jobs due to businesses' closure and low business activities because of travel restrictions, social distancing, and stay-at-home policies. I agree that WTO set up a web page that has been instrumental in giving vital information about the COVID-19 situation. The information has been useful in making major decisions by international businesses. I agree that most governments, including the USA, have set up an economic recovery plan that encompasses fiscal stimulus. Also, governments have been at the forefront, giving the necessary updates about the COVID-19 situation.
 The foretold decline in trade was also valid. Countries across the world witnessed a sharp decrease in trade due to a ban on international travel, including the international exchange of goods. The pandemic has caused an approximately 13% decline in global GDP (Gupta, 2020). Also, the revelation that the pandemic is a worldwide problem that requires a global response is valid. The disease does not discriminate against race or nations. It affects anyone who is exposed to the virus. The pandemic calls for close cooperation between nations to curb its spread and develop appropriate remedies. If other countries fight the pandemic while others do not, the war against the epidemic will be difficult to win. It is also true that if the pandemic is restrained, international trade links would open again and help countries to assist each other with relevant necessities. This is based on the fact that no country is self-sufficient. 
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